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Upcoming District Events/News...

East Central District Book Club

March 10th The Women by Kristin Hannah // Nurturing for
Community

April’s 14th Heart of Fire by Mazie Hirono // Leadership De-
velopment

May’s book is The Talk by Darrin Bell and The Talk by Alicia
Williams // Nurturing for Community

Please register at ECD Calendar of Events

Upcoming Dates

March 9— ECD UWFaith Unit Officer Training
Via Zoom— 7 to 9 PM— Click for info: 2026 UWFaith ECD Unit Of-

ficer Training

March 14 — Fifteenth Annual Haitian Convocation, First
UMC Winter Park - Click for info: Haitian Convocation

March 23 —Day of Giving - Click for info: Day of Giving More
Information

March 21—Practicing Hope—A Mission Study & Soul Care
Retreat— Click for info: Mission Study, "Practicing Hope"

By March 31— Submit your 2025 Unit Recognition Report to
be recognized at this years EC District Annual Meeting

By March 31—Complete the Unit Survey— https://
flconfuwf.org/unit-survey
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Linda Welander, Secretary

Maryann Mueller, Treasurer

Dorothy Mathias, Program Resources

Gillian Wolfe, Chair, Committee on
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“May the road rise up to meet you.

May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your

face, the rains fall soft upon your

fields. And until we meet again, May

4 God hold you in the palm of His hand.”
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President’s Note

And here we are in Lent! | am excited to be celebrating Lent. To me Lent and Easter are a time of great
hope. It reminds me of the belonging that comes with being in God’s family and | don’t always know what
God has in store for me but it will all be revealed to me when the time is right! | have really enjoyed the
“Awakened to Grace” devotional that our Conference made available during Advent and now Lent. They
have helped me to take time each day to put aside my crazy calendar and focus on the word.

The East Central District (ECD) and the Florida Conference met their pledge for 2025. Thank you to everyone
that helped to make that happen by participating in “A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial”, made an individual
pledge or a Unit pledge, collected coins for the “World Thank Offering”, bought a gift in memory cards or
gift in mission cards, or made a donation at District or Conference event. Every donation matters and every
donation is appreciated! If you do not currently make a pledge, please consider making a $10-20 pledge for
2026 to help us make our 2026 pledge to missions! If everyone who did not make a pledge last year, is able
to make a $10 pledge this year, we would be able to make a huge difference in the lives of women, children,
and youth in the United States and around the World. As you pray about making a pledge this year, remem-
ber your baptism and rebirth, healing and renewal, creation and order. Water is truly a gift. We are reborn
through baptism, healed, and renewed through the cleansing flood of God’s grace. Be grateful for the trans-
formation, the order from chaos, that water symbolizes in our lives.

The annual unit survey will is now available for Unit reporting. The survey is being done by online reporting.
The deadline to report is 31 MARCH 2026! You will be reporting for the calendar year 2025 (January-
December). Please have only one person from each unit report for your unit. When you begin the survey,
choose “Southeastern” for Southeastern Jurisdiction. The link for the survey is available on page 3 of this
newsletter. You can see all the questions prior to beginning the survey.

We have some exciting opportunities coming up this month. We are holding the rescheduled Unit Officer
Training on Monday, March 9™ at 7:00pm. We have our monthly book club on Tuesday, March 10™. This
month’s book club is “The Women” by Kristen Hannah. We also have our Mission Study & Soul Care Re-
treat, “Practicing Hope,” on March 21 at 9:30am-4:00pm at First United Methodist Church Winter Garden.
Please register for all our events on www.flecduwfaith.org/events. | hope to see you, my sisters, all at these
events!

Janet

So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners.

You are citizens along with all of God’s holy people.

You are members of God’s family. —Ephesians 2:19
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Unit Survey is available!

Conference and District Leaders check your emails and groups on
UWFAITH Digital for how to access the survey.
DEADLINE IS MARCH 31

As a valued leader in our community, your insights help shape how United Women in Faith
plans, supports, and grows our mission.

This brief survey gathers information from the 2025 membership year to inform planning
and resourcing for 2026—-2027.

This year, the survey will focus on key areas that help us strengthen our collective impact:
— Giving and engagement patterns that support membership growth

— Leadership development within and beyond United Women in Faith

— Awareness of and participation in programs and resources

Your responses will be shared in aggregate with conference leadership teams to better un-
derstand how local units are engaging and where additional support, training, or resources
may be most helpful.

Choose your Jurisdiction (Southeastern) and then select your conference (Florida)

Here is the link to the survey: https://flconfuwf.org/unit-survey
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2026 East Central District Directory of Units

Each president and secretary should have received a digital copy of the new directory by the
end of February. Thank you very much for all the units who sent in their information!

When you receive your directory, please check for mistakes and omissions and send those
corrections to me at lindawelander.umw@gmail.com. If there are officer changes during the
year, please email me so that the correct person receives all the information they need.

2025 Unit Recognition for the East Central District Annual Meeting

Congratulations Eau Gallie UWFaith, for being the first unit to send their Mission Today Re-
port! | have extended the deadline to March 30, as | did not get the forms sent to units in
time for the February deadline. My sincere apologies! You will find the forms in this issue of
the Trumpet Sound, and each president and secretary should have received the forms by
email by the end of February.

You can download the form, fill it out, and take a picture, then email it back to me by email
or mail as noted below:

Email; lindawelander.umw@gmail.com

Mail to:

Linda Welander

498 W. Lakeshore Dr.
Clermont, FL 34722

We look forward to celebrating each unit’s 2025 achievement at our District Annual
Meeting this fall.

Linda Welander
ECD Secretary

Lindawelander.umw@gmail.com
(712-480-2966)
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EAST CENTRAL DISTRICT

United
Methodist UNITED METHODSIT WOMEN
Women MISSION STUDY REPORT

FAITH « HOPE - LOVE I ACTION

Please complete one form for each study completed

Send form to: Name email

Mailing address

NAME OF CHURCH

MAME OF STUDY

NAME OF STUDY FACILITATOR:

DATE

COMPLETED

NUMBER OF HOURS

FROM TO

TOTAL NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS

PARTICIPATING UNIT (5)*

WERE YOU THE HOST FOR THE STUDY? YES

IF NO, HOW MANY PARTICIPATED FROM YOUR UNIT?
ACTION (S) PLANNED/TAKEN AFTER THE

sTUDY

NO

Name of Person Completing Form

___Phone Email

*Participating unit must send their individual report to receive credit.

SE-3
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Florida Conference

oy S MISSION TODAY ANNUAL REPORT
To qualify as a MISSION TODAY UNIT, the unit must participate in at least eight of the following criteria, four or five of
which must be marked with an asterisk (*). Certificate Types: Gold: 17 to 19 criteria met; Silver: 9 to 16 criteria with
5*; Bronze: 8 criteria with 5*; Participation Certificate: 5 to 7 criteria with a least 4%,

Program Year being reported Date
Unit/Church/City
Submitted by: Office

l. o* Made and met our Unit Pledge to Mission.

0 Was a Five Star Unit by contributing through all five channels of Mission Giving.

0 * Used the Daily Prayer Guide at every unit meeting.

0O * Used at least two programs from the UWF Program Boeok during the year.

* Had at least one member subscribe to response Magazine or response Podcasts.

0 Had a regular Response Moment at circle/unit meetings where an article is highlighted.

0 Had at least two members complete Plan | of the Reading Program

e A
|

O * Had a minimum of four members attend, or the unit conducted or co-sponsored at least one Mission Study
during the year.

9. o Had at least one member, other than conference or district officers attend the Conference Mission u event.

10.o * Had at least one member, other than a conference or district officer attend a district/conference training or
spiritual growth event.
1 1.0 Had at least two members, other than a conference or district officer, attend the distriet and/or conference
Annual Meeting.
12.0 Reached out to persons in mission {Deaconess/Home Missioner Regional Missionary, Global Mission Fellow,
etc.) or National Mission Institution in at least one way.
Example:

13.0 Had at least one member sign up to receive Social Action e-mails for Climate Justice and Racial Justice.
14.0 * Implemented the Charter for Racial Justice in at least one way.

Example:

15.0 Had at least one member participate in the online Faith Talks.

16.0 * Honored God's Creation (environment) in at least one way. Example:

17.0 Helped address the needs of women, children, and vouth in at least one way.
Example:

18.0 * Added at least one new member.

19.0  Connected with the larger organization by inviting at least one conference or district officer to speak at a
meeting during the year.

REVISED AUGUST 5, 2022



District

Date.

Charter for Racial Justice Local
Certification United Women in Faith

Local UMW

City Social Action Coordinator

oo~ hoin

11.

12.

13.

14,
15.

16.

17.
18.

19.
20.

Actions by Local UWFaith to implement the Charter policies.
Certificate Level | -6 items; Level Il 7-12 items; Level | 1 1 13-20 items

Provide every member with a copy of the Charter.

Devote one unit meeting each year to the Charter.

Select and recommend/show videos relating to the Charter to use in circle meetings or
unit meetings.

Send a unit member to the Children's Week in Tallahassee and present a brief report
about it at the unit meeting.

Send postcards to legislators about current social issues supporting people of color.
At least one member reads a Social Action book and reports, briefly, on it to the Unit.
Read and share articles from Response on racial justice at unit meetings.

Have a special emphasis day, month, or Sunday in your church on the Charter.

Host a tasting party, cultural fair, or other similar events.

. Help local organizations serving children to diversify their toy collections by buying books

and toys that feature people of color.

Collect newspaper articles related to racism, both positive and negative. Share with
members at unit meetings.

Create a skit, poem or story that illustrates an incident related to the Charter that you
have witnessed. Present it to the unit.

Unit member(s) attends worship in a church with an ethnic/cultural background different
from her own and reports about this visit to her unit.

Hold a Racial Justice Bible Study (for example the study available through the uwfaith.org)
Purchase at least one book annually from the Reading Program list that is written by (or
about) an author from a minority sub-culture or another culture.

Invite a knowledgeable speaker to a unit meeting who will present information about
other countries and cultures.

Utilize the Conference Resource Bank to plan local unit programs on Racial Justice.
Present a program such as "Justice for Our Neighbors" covering one of the broad issues
about immigration.

Coordinate an activity with the FL Bishop's Anti Racism Task Force.

Submit a picture or an article to the local newspaper as a follow-up to a racial justice
activity.

(Possibly with a mention of the UWFaith years of work implementing the Charter for
Racial Justice.)
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The work of nominations is one of the most important roles at every level of our organization. Why do you
think that is? | think it is because if we want to continue to be an organization that remains relevant, vi-
brant, and faithful to our purpose we need to fill the leadership positions with women who love the Lord
and know the importance of this United Women in Faith organization. With each new person on the Dis-
trict team comes new ideas, a fresh perspective, and a creative and different vision. That's called growth
and vitality, and it is essential.

In the next couple of years, we will need to fill important roles on our District team. Please pray about the
opportunities that God may be placing on your heart to step up and add your voice, experience, and talents
to our Untied Women in Faith organization. Whether at the local district, or conference level you are need-
ed and welcome because of this we can't do it with you.

Gillian Wolfe
Chair of the Committee on Nominations
gillianwolfe@hotmail.com



Calendar of Events



United
Women
in Faith

Jan 13, 2026

Jan 23-25, 2026

February 7, 2026

Feb 10, 2026

Feb 22-27, 2026

Mar 10, 2026

March 14, 2026

March 21, 2026

March 23, 2026

Apr 14, 2026

May 2, 2026

May 12, 2026

May 15-17, 2026

2026 Calendar of Events
East Central District

East Central District United Women in Faith

2026 Calendar

Book Club-“From the Desk of Zoe

Zoom

Washington™ by Janae Marks Leadership

District Officer Training

Officer Training for Unit Officers

Book Club-“The Book of Hope™
By Jane Goodall, Leadership

Child Advocacy Week
Book Club-“The Women" by Kristen
Hannah”, Nurturing for Community

Haitian Convocation

Mission Study

UwWFaith Day of Giving

Book Club-“Hear of Fire” by Mazie
Hirono, Leadership

Social Action/Conservation Event
Book Club-“The Talk” by Darrin
Bell, Nurturing for Community

Assembly 2026

10

Warren-Willis Camp
Fruitland Park FL

Virtual on Zoom

Zoom

State Capitol
Tallahassee FL

Zoom

Emmanuel Haitian
@FUMC Winter Park, FL

FUMC Winter Garden
Winter Garden, FL

On-line

Zoom
Emmanual UM
Melbourne, FL

Zoom

Indianapolis, IN
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June 4-6, 2026 Florida Annual Conference Florida Southern
United Methodist Church College Lakeland, Fl
Jun 9, 2026 Book Club-“Red, White, and Whole” Zoom
By Rajani Larocca, Spiritual Growth
Jul 14, 2026 Reading Program Book Club Zoom
July 17-19, 2026 Mission U Westin Morth Orlando
Lake Mary, FL
Jul 21, 23, 28 & 30 Mission U Virtual Zoom
Aug 11, 2026 Reading Program Book Club Zoom
Sep 8, 2026 Reading Program Book Club Zoom
October 3, 2026 District Annual Meeting TBD
Oct 13, 2026 Reading Program Book Club Zoom
November 7, 2026 Conference Annual Meeting TED
Nov 10, 2026 Reading Program Book Club Zoom

Dec 8, 2026 Reading Program Book Club Zoom

11



The Uniled Women in Faih
East Central Districl
presents

o Praclicing Hope
i ' A Mission Study ¢ Soul Care Retpeal
Whal is hope in Uic gace of neogascism? Whal i hope in a lime of genocide? How db we imagine a
pulre for Ye next generallion as our planel grows holler by Vi season? Whal tools do we have o
pace Uiese hard realilies ? How does Christ leack us T embody hope when ouwr backs are against e
walll? This study will explore how we can hope dferently tan we have in bie past. /(s purpose is b
allow all of our communiliies To cullivale hope Dl is honest aboul our current condillions, kope Vil is
restoralive when everylhing geels wgent, and hope thal is possible even when we bransgress.
Hosted by
First United Methodist Church of Winter Garden

125 N Lakeview Avenue
Winter Garden, FL 34711

March 21, 2026
9:30am-4:00pm

There will be four study sessions dedicated to Practicing Hope with
Soul Care sessions interspersed throughout the day.

Please bring your Bible, your lunch, and a beverage container.
Coffee and muffins will be provided in the morning; iced tea and cookies will be available at lunch
Water will be available throughout the day.

Click this link to, Register Now
The deadline for registration is Friday, March 13, 2026

There is no charge for this study, however a Love Offering will be collected.

We look forward to seeing you and learning together!

g United | /3
,’.: Women — 3 g’)

in Faith



Cornerstone Wonderwalk

For the 46th year, nearly 1,000 caring community members from Tampa Bay and across
the state will unite for Cornerstone Family Ministries’ annual Wonder Walk/Run!

There are opportunities to participate, hold your own Walk/Run or be a Sponsor. The East
Central District was a sponsor last year and will be sponsoring the Wonderwalk again this
year. If District units would like to participate or support this Florida mission institution,

please use the link below for more information.

https://www.cornerstonefamilyministries.org/wonderwalk

REGISTER or BECOME A SPONSOR

WONDER ..
e WALK/RUN

SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 2026

SKRUN 8:00am WALK 9:00a - 12:00p

Register or Become a
TAMPA! &Sponsor Today!

Check-In at Hyde Park UMC
Walk/Run Along Bayshore Blvd,

VIRTUALLY ANYWHERE!

Host a walk at your church, home or school!

Your support helps provide

scholarships for inner-city children, | _ 5k Run (8'00 am start)
ti afe, faith-filled place t ? k
qle::n':rg\:gsro:v. : PEE | - Health & Wellness Fair
- Virtual Silent Auction
This family-friend 5 s
wellscon'::?cll ::;oz::;e:l:ilities. - T-Shirts for POthCIPONtS

Join us to run, walk, ride, or skate - Prizes for Top Teams
while praying for the children!

13
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Assembly 2026

United Women in Faith Assembly is an amazing experience where United

Wodmfen in Faith members come together and have a time of fellowship, faith,
and fun.

The 2026 Assembly will be held in Indianapolis, IN from May 15-17, 2026 and
the theme is “Dream It, Believe It, Do It”.

Early Registration will be held from Sep 2, 2025-Nov 30, 2025 and the Early
Bird Registration Cost is $365.00

To get additional details, click >> UWFaith.org Assembly 2026

| United
Women
| in Faith

ASSEMBLY 2026

May 15-17, 2026
indianapohs, Indiana

uwfaith.org/assembly

What's Assembly 2026 all about?

It's a celebration of who we are and what we can achieve together.

Azzembly is our chance to unite, recharge, deepen our faith, and make a difference.
What awaits you at this empowering event?

OPPORTUNITIES TO:

Be nurtured by deep Soul Care experiences.

Be equipped through cutting-edge workshops,

Be inspired by top women experts in their field.

Become influencers through networking connections.

Make an impact through action for justice.

It's time to talk, time to dream, and time to build because when women of faith
put sur love inte action, we are unstoppabile.

Come be transformed at Assembly 2026!

For more information contact: Janet Blume, ECD President
janetblumeumw@gmail.com

United
uwfaithoorgfassembly <\ Woman

-i v in Faith
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https://assembly.uwfaith.org/website/82390/home

Lorraine Mayfield-Brown, Dean

Come join us at our transformative educational
event this July! Over one hundred forty United
Methodist Sister will attend the "Experiencing
Emanual " where we explore and discuss how
Emanuel calls us into action. In addition to the 8
hour study, Mission u planners are offering ex-
citing electives to strengthen your spiritual
growth.

Our planners are offering these fun sessions:
Line Dancing Movement, Reading Program Dis-
cussion, and Origami Ubuntu session. This year
we offer, a One Conference, One Book offering
from our 2026 National Reading Program. In
particular, we'll have a discussion on the book,
Freeing Jesus by Diana Butler Bass.

The plenaries will cover highlights from National
Assemble and spotlight the national social cam-
paigns. Don't forget the Spirited Music, The
Seek and Find Band who had us singing and
dancing last year promise to return.

Save the Dates: July 17-19, 2026 at the Westin
Lake Mary, Orlando North.

Virtual Mission u will be available Tuesdays,
July 21, July 23, and Thursday, July 28, July
30th evenings.

Scholarships will be available for attendance.
More information to come. | look forward to
seeing you!

Yodeic s Mission u 2026:
Experiencing Emmanuel

] esclays and Thursdays
Mission u 2028 July 21, July 23, July 28 and July 10, 2026
6:30 pm - 9900 pm

y Our Lives

¢ affiermed and N the ImMportar

Children's Curriculum: Experiencing Emmanue

red Faitt felong oumay of seeking and 3 the |

Voulh Curriculum: God With Us: Experiencing God's Presence

Adult Cumculum Deep Knowing: Experiencing Emmanuel Throug!
Every Part of rur;u.
Jesigned 1o help partiKipants take a step back y

it

“Dhans Buther Bass o ome of only & few modern Ohrivtan writers who can
abvscburtely bkow mve sy with both sparitunl insighvt and besundful wrmmg ™
—ANNE LAMOTT, author of Anda. Thacis. ISow

DIANA BUTLER BASS

y
Do w
Gmu]-l )

FRE

REDISCOVERING ]:sus AS
Friexp, Teacuer, Savior, Loxrp,

WAy, eand Presexce
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§_ | United East Central District 2026-2027

.i.‘: Women

in Faith Leadership Team
Prasident Vice-President
Janet Blume Paula Foley
4414 Erie 5t. 4225 Greenwich Ct.
Clarmont, FL 34714 Clermont, FL 34711
Cell: 443-253-7668 Cell: 774-T66- 2680
Janetblume. umwiEgmail.com foleyvps@msn.com
Secretary Program Besources
LindaWelander Dorothy Mathias
A98W. Lakeshore Dr. 16447 Citrus Parkway
Clermont, FL 34711 Clermont, FL 34714
Cell: 712-480-2966 Home: 352-708-3222
lindawelander.umw@gmail.com Cell: 717-449-0879
thizi= T il

Ireasurer
Maryann Mueller Committee on Nominations (2026)
3708 Fairfield Dr. Yvonne Lorah
Clarmont, FL 34711 10743 Verzailles
Cell: 832-236-6976 Clermont, FL 34711

- peller umw@Eemail.c Cell: 407-484-4487

:'E'ﬂl ﬂtlﬂ.' aart :||.I 1| net

Communications Coordinator
Diane Abresky Committee on Mominations (2027)
1720 Burnham Ct. Linda Parrish
Clermont, FL 34714 2054 Cherrywood Dr.

Cell: #63-557-259 Melbourne, FL 32935
¥ el Ui g ai Cell: 321-266-7737

R O .& |

Committee On Nominations, Chair

Gillian Wolfe (2026) Committee on Nominations (2027)
267 Scrub Jay Way Evelyn Rose
Davenport, FL 33896 153 Balmy Coast Rd.
Cell: 863-206-0637 Groveland, FL 34746
gillisnwolfe@hatmail com Cell: 352-250-3246
rose] 168@anl
Vacant

E & | Coordinator
Social Action Coordinatar

UWF Florida Conference: Florida Conference UWFaith
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ECD Important Dates

Unit Officer List
Due by January 31st
Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander

Treasurer Date Reminders

Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com 15t quarter — Frida-,r, April Sth
Mission Today Report 2" quarter — Friday, July 5th

Due by March 31st 3" quarter — Friday, October 4th
Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander 4™ quarter — Friday, December 6th

Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com

Charter for Racial Justice Certification

Due by March 31st

Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander
Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com

Deceased Members List Membership, Nurture & Outreach
Due by May 31

Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander

Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com

Mission Study Recognition

Due by May 31

Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander
Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com

Reading Program Participants Program Resources

Due by September 1

Send to: ECD Secretary of Program Resources, Dottie Mathias
Email: dottiemathias.umw@gmail.com

Education & Interpretation Mission Today Report
Due by September 15

Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander
Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com

Money Matters
Due by DATE
Send to: ECD Treasurer, Maryann Mueller
Email: maryann.mueller.umw@gmail.com

Rainbow Givers & 5-Star Units
Due by DATE
Send to: WHOM

Trumpet Sound Local Unit News Articles
Due Date for article submissions: 4/15, 6/15, 8/15, 10/15, 12/15
Send to: dianeabresky.umw@gmail.com

17
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East Central District Book Club
UWFaith 2025—2026

Join the discussion of these books on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00. Sign up to
join in for the discussion at www.flecduwfaith.org/events to receive the zoom information.
Reading the book adds to the discussion but is not required.

March 10th The Women by Kristin Hannah // Nurturing for Community

This celebrated novel is the story of one woman gone to war, but it shines a
light on all women who put themselves in harm’s way and whose sacrifice and commitment
to their country have too often been forgotten. When her brother ships out to serve in Vi-
etnam, Frances ”Frankie” McGrath joins the Army Nurse Corps and follows his path. The
Women is a richly drawn story with a memorable heroine whose idealism and courage under
fire will come to define an era.

April’s 14" Heart of Fire by Mazie Hirono // Leadership Development

In this intimate and inspiring life story, Mazie Hirono shares her experience as
the first Asian-American woman and the only immigrant serving in the U.S. Senate. Raised
on a rice farm in rural Japan, Hirono was seven years old when her mother left her abusive
husband and sailed with her two elder children to Hawaii, crossing the Pacific in steerage in
search of a better life. Though Hirono did not speak or read English when she entered first
grade, she would go on to serve as a state representative and as Hawaii’s lieutenant gover-
nor before winning election to Congress in 2006.

May’s book is The Talk by Darrin Bell and The Talk by Alicia Williams // Nurturing for
Community

The Talk by Darrin Bell. When Darrin Bell was six years old, his mother had
“The Talk” with him, telling him he couldn’t have a realistic water gun. She said she feared
for his safety, explaining that police tend to think of little Black boys as older and less inno-
cent than they really are. With poignant humor, this book examines how The Talk shapes
intimate and public moments from childhood to adult hood. Drawing attention to the brutal
murders of African Americans and showcasing revealing insights and cartoons along the way.
Bell brings readers to the moment of reckoning when people took to the streets protesting
the murders of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor

The Talk by Alicia Williams is a children’s book on the same topic about racism and
the criminalization of children of color, especially black children. It invites readers of all
ages to journey alongside Jay, a little boy growing quickly into a bigger boy, and his loving
family. This story is told in an age-appropriate fashion and provides space for parents to in-
set their discussions with the children to accompany prompting illustrations. The Talk is a
gently honest and sensitive starting pint for this far-too-necessary conversation.

June’s book is Red, White and Whole by Rajani Larocca

Looking for suggests for other books on the United Women in Faith book lists you would like
the book club to consider discussing for July and August. Please email their titles to dottie-
mathias.umw@gmail.com

Dottie Mathias,
East Central District Secretary of Program Resources
dottiemathias.umw@gmail.com
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Reading Program
UWFaith 2025—2026

Have you read books by Kristin Hannah?

Kristin is a very current, popular writer. Two of her books are on the United Women in Faith read-
ing program The Four Winds and The Women. | just finished reading The Nightingale by Kristin
Hannah which is not on the UWFaith book list. | had read The Four Winds and The Women be-
fore reading this book. All three of these books shows how strong women are, how they survive
and how they help during times of hardship and crisis in the world.

In the The Nightingale, the tenth anniversary edition, it includes a note written by Kristin Hannah
in September 2024. She was turning 50 and she realized that there were important women’s his-
torical stories that had been forgotten or marginalized or not taught. She decided she had to dare
to write this story of courageous, resilient women who had risked their lives to save others. She
asked herself what would | do, when would | risk my life or son’s life to save a stranger’s life? She
became desperate to give voice to the forgotten women of history, to pass along their stories of
bravery and strength to others. At the end of her note she paraphrases her own words: “ In love,
we find out who we want to be. In war we find out who we are. And in reading, we find out what
we believe in and what is worth fighting for.” That is the reason we read the books on the
United Women in Faith reading program. Reading stories of others helps us to understand life sit-
uations we may not have experienced, see life from others perspectives, and become a stronger
person. United Women in Faith emphases is mission. All of the books on the reading program a
part of the mission emphases; education for mission, leadership development, nurturing for com-
munity, social action, and spiritual growth. After reading the books you become more prepared
and passionate about the need to be active for mission and to help inform others about the need
to be involved.

For the catalogs of United Women in Faith books and the books available at your country library
go to the following website. Click here for the are the county libraries with the listing of the books
there.

https://www.flecduwfaith.org/reading-program

Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions.

Dottie Mathias
East Central District Secretary of Program Resources
dottiemathias.umw@gmail.com
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UWFaith
Unit News



Inverness UMC
UWPFAITH Unit News

The United Women in Faith of Inverness United Methodist Church had two exciting events to support our local
school this past year. The first was that we asked our church members for new or gently used clothing articles
for the children at Hernando Elementary School. The items were gathered throughout the summer, with
the collection concluding in September. After the UWF meeting on September 25th, the clothing was
organized and packed into bags for delivery the following day. There were many clothing items and
monetary donations.

But the Women in Faith did not stop there knowing there was more that needed to be done!

We started in December collecting school supplies (paper, - 4
notebooks, lunch boxes, etc.) for the Hernando Elementary s T
School. It was a big success!!! Various supplies and monetary .
donations were received, with the last day for donations
was on February 1st. After shopping, supplies were deliv-
ered on February 4th. The UWF members expressed grati-
tude for the generosity of our church.

Submitted by: Diane Maxwell
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Edge UMC
UWFAITH Unit News

This year’s Craft Fair, led by Barb Reed and our incredible UWF ladies, was held on October 25 and was
an amazing success! Thanks to the tremendous support from our community, we had a fantastic turnout
and raised over $3,000.

The proceeds were divided between two very deserving organizations. Half of the funds were gifted to
the Elese Tomlin Center in Groveland, which provides after-school programs for our elementary-aged
students. The other half was donated to the South Lake Neighborhood Center, which serves our commu-
nity by providing food assistance to ensure that no one goes hungry, especially those facing food insecu-
rity.

We are so grateful for everyone who contributed, volunteered, and supported this special event.
Together, we are making a difference in the lives of children and families in our community!
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Submitted by: Sarah Lenigan, President UWF
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Eau Gallie
UWPFAITH Unit News

This past Thursday, our unit had the privilege of helping pack backpack lunches for the Children's Hunger
Project in Cocoa. Together, we packed two full pallets of boxes containing plastic bags filled with food.
This incredible organization provides weekend and school break meals to many students in our commu-
nity, helping ensure they do not go hungry when school meals are unavailable. This marks our second
year supporting this important ministry.

We're also excited to share that we have met our goal of filling three flood buckets for Bishop Berlin’s
Flood Bucket Challenge. We challenged our church to match or exceed our effort—and they are close to
filling four buckets! It’s been inspiring to see our congregation respond so generously and faithfully.

Many members of our congregation have commented on all the ways we are serving both the church
and the wider community. We are grateful for the encouragement and hopeful that our outreach may
even inspire new members to join us!

Looking ahead, next month we will host a program on the Racial Justice Charter. The following month,
we plan to visit the Harry T. and Harriette V. Moore Cultural Complex in Mims, as well as the White Sands
Buddhist Center. These experiences will offer opportunities for learning, reflection, and community con-
nection.

In addition, we are launching a battery recycling collection box for both our unit and the church. After
completing our flood buckets, we will begin collecting batteries next month.

We may be a small group, but with God’s help, we are mighty!

Submitted by: Mary Ann Kuntz Welcome To

Childrens
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Sanlando United Methodist Church
UWPFAITH Unit News

Annual Linen Collection Delivers the Goods!

The United Women in Faith of Sanlando United Methodist Church recently coordinated a churchwide col-
lection of sheets and towels for residents of The Village, a transitional housing community for homeless
and foster youth in Seminole County. The Village is a program of IMPOWER.

SUWF members delivered a full carload of bedding and towels, all of which were gratefully received. We
were also thrilled to pass along the generous monetary contributions donated for the residents.

Thanks be to God for this ongoing opportunity to care for and uplift those in need within our community.

Submitted by: Jill Mross
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A Note From Your Communications Coordinator...

What is your unit doing to show LOVE IN ACTION?

Send in your article telling us how you are showing your Love in Action in 2026

so we can share it with others!

The Trumpet Sound will be published bimonthly with the following Due Dates:
¢ April 15, 2026 for May
¢ June 15, 2026 for July
¢ August 15, 2026 for September
O October 15, 2026 for November

0

December 15, 2026 for January

Due date for upcoming articles for May Newsletter is April 15, 2026.

Here are some ideas for articles:

0

SO

What is your unit doing to show Love in Action for women, children and
youth?

How is your unit serving in missions?

Have you used the UWFaith Program Book for a unit event?

Have you done a program on Call to Prayer and Self-Denial?

How have you used the Daily Prayer Guide?

What are your upcoming UWFaith events?

Please make sure the article is no more than three paragraphs. Also, send a cou-
ple pictures with your article.

Email your articles to dianeabresky.umw@gmail.com by April 15th. In the subject line add
Trumpet Sound.

If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at the above email.

Past Trumpet Sound Publications can be found on the website by following this link:

https://flecduwfaith.org under publications.
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