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Important Upcoming Dates  
 
Mission u 2026 Registration — submit by June 17th   
Flyer included on page 8 and here is a quick link — Click Here for 
In-Person or Virtual Mission u Registration 
 
 
Mission u 2026 Scholarship — submit by May 15th  
Flyer included on page 9 to complete and either email or print as 
noted on the form. 
 

 
East Central District Book Club 

May’s book is The Talk by Darrin Bell and The Talk by Alicia Wil-
liams // Nurturing for Community  

June’s book is Red, White and Whole by Rajani Larocca//Spirtual 
Growth 
 

July’s book is The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victo-
ria Christopher Murra// Nurturing for Community 
 

Please register at ECD Calendar of Events 

Whether looking for suggestions or have a recommendation to be consid-
ered from the United Women in Faith book lists, please send and email to 
dottiemathias.umw@gmail.com.  If making a recommendation, 
please include the titles. 
 
 
Find our “easy to access” LINKS to the right of this page— 
 
Whether you are looking for the East Central District website, Calendar of 
Events, United Women in Faith Florida Conference website or the Genesis 
Newsletter, you can find the “LINKS” there!  Let us know if there are other 
LINKS you would like to be included.  Send an email to Communications Co-
ordinator, at dianeabresky.umw@gmail.com 

 

https://www.flecduwfaith.org/
https://www.flecduwfaith.org/
https://www.flecduwfaith.org/events
https://www.flecduwfaith.org/events
https://flconfuwf.org/genesis-newsletters
https://flconfuwf.org/genesis-newsletters
https://flconfuwf.org/
https://flconfuwf.org/
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=871577&
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=871577&
https://www.flecduwfaith.org/events
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President’s Note  

There is a lot going on in this month’s Trumpet Sound! First, registration is now open for Mission u 
(register by Jun 17) and there are scholarships available but there is a short timeline on the schol-
arships (due May 15th)! I look forward to Mission u each year! This year’s study is “Experiencing Em-
manual” and will be held on Jul 17-19 at the Westin Lake Mary (North Orlando). I hope we have a 
great turnout this year, especially since this Conference event is held in the East Central District. 
There is also an online course if you would prefer. The event flyer and scholarship form are included 
later in the Trumpet Sound. Registration is open and is all on-line at https://na.eventscloud.com/
ereg/index.php?eventid=871577&  
 
This years’ Mission u service project will benefit Cornerstone Ministries (a Florida mission institu-

tion) and the East Central District will be providing materials from their teachers wish list for the 

Toddlers 2-year old class which has 32 students. So, whether you are attending Mission u or not, 

you or your unit can support our service project, you can mail a check with “Mission u Service Pro-

ject” in the memo line, to our District Treasurer, Maryann Mueller, 3708 Fairfield Drive, Clermont FL 

34714. Please get your donations to us by June 30th so that we can purchase the items on their 

wish list and have them delivered to them prior to Mission u. 

This week I received some good news! The Wesley Foundation at UCF would like to start a United 
Women in Faith Unit at UCF.  I am looking for a few people that would be interested in helping men-
tor some college students in organizing and running their own unit. Over the summer, we are going 
to be planning for them to begin a unit in the fall, if you would be interested in helping with help-
ing these young women to organize and run their unit, please contact me, Janet Blume at ja-
netblume.umw@gmail.com. These women are the future of our organization!  
 
I am getting packed to attend Assembly 2026, “Dream It, Believe It, Do It” in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

I’m excited to be at such a large gathering of women that are of like mind and spirit and can’t wait 

to report back to you after I return. I am hoping to learn something new, meet new people, hear 

amazing speakers, spend time with old friends, and listen to some great uplifting music!  I hope you 

are doing something this month that fills your soul, too! 

Blessings, 

Janet 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=871577&%20
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=871577&%20
mailto:janetblume.umw@gmail.com
mailto:janetblume.umw@gmail.com
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Message from the Secretary... 

 

Thank you to the units that have sent me their Mission Today Reports. I do not believe that I 

have received any Racial Justice Certificate forms. At the end of April, I sent another request 

to the units that have not responded so far.  Please send these forms as soon as possible. 

Please note the changes in the Calendar in this issue.  

Mission U will be here soon. If you have not yet registered, please consider attending this 

very worthwhile event. We especially enjoy time together as a district one of the evenings.  

Our District Annual Meeting will be October 3rd. Please ensure you make arrangements in 

advance to attend this meeting.   You do not want to miss it! 

 

 

Linda Welander 
ECD Secretary 
Lindawelander.umw@gmail.com 
(712-480-2966) 
 
 

 

mailto:Lindawelander.umw@gmail.com
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Committee on Nominations 

"How kind the Lord is!  How good his is!  So merciful, this God of ours! The Lord protects 
those of childlike faith; I was facing death, and he saved me." 
Psalm 116:5-6 
 
The subtitle of Psalm 116 is "Thanksgiving for Recovery from Illness."  Have you ever been 
so ill that you thought you might die?  Have you ever cried out to God to save you?  I know 
that I have, and I suspect that most of us have experienced God's healing touch on our lives 
on more than one occasion.  Our God is kind, good, merciful, and present in our lives each 
and every moment of each and every day.   
 
The psalmist goes on to ask, "What can I offer the Lord for all he has done for me?" Psalm 
116:12 
 
One way I have found is to serve HIM when opportunities arise that give me the chance to 
speak and work for hope, love, and joy in the Lord.  Now, this is not an attempt to shame or 
guilt anyone into serving where they do not feel led to serve.  We each have a calling on our 
lives and God has blessed us abundantly to share what we have been given with others for 
the good of the beloved community. 
 
The United Women in Faith is a part of that beloved community, and it is a privilege to work 
with other beloved women of faith to share the hope, love, and joy of the Lord.  There are 
many opportunities to do so! 
 
Thank you to all of you who step up and serve and offer the Lord your gifts and talents and 
treasures to the Lord in ways that help the women and children in need.  And if you are still 
looking for a good place to fit in and become involved, the United Women in Faith is a won-
derful place to start! 
 
 
With peace and joy, 
Gillian Wolfe 
Committee on Nominations Chair 
gillianwolfe@hotmail.com 
 

 
 

mailto:gillianwolfe@hotmail.com
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Calendar of Events 
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2026 Calendar of Events 
    East Central District (updated April 2026) 

April 14, 2026  Book Club-“Heart of Fire” by Mazie  Zoom 
   Hirono, Leadership 
 
May 12, 2026  Book Club-“The Talk” by Darrin   Zoom 
   Bell, Nurturing for Community 
 
May 15-17, 2026 Assembly 2026     Indianapolis, IN 
 
June 4-6, 2026  Florida Annual Conference   Florida Southern College 
   United Methodist Church   Lakeland, Fl 
 
June 9, 2026  Book Club-“Red, White, and Whole”  Zoom 
   By Rajani Larocca, Spiritual Growth 
 
July 14, 2026  Reading Program Book Club   Zoom 
 
July 17-19, 2026 Mission U     Westin North Orlando 
         Lake Mary, FL 
  
July 21, 23, 28 & 30 Mission U Virtual    Zoom 
 
August 11, 2026 Reading Program Book Club   Zoom 
 
September 8, 2026 Reading Program Book Club   Zoom 
  
September 12, 2026 Social Action/Conservation Event  TBD 
 
October 3, 2026 District Annual Meeting    Community of Faith 
         Davenport FL 
 
October 13, 2026 Reading Program Book Club   Zoom 
        
November 7, 2026 Conference Annual Meeting   TBD  
 
November 10, 2026 Reading Program Book Club   Zoom 
 
Dec 8, 2026  Reading Program Book Club   Zoom 
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2026 Calendar of Events 

UWFaith Florida Conference   

UWF Florida Conference: Florida Conference UWFaith 

https://flconfuwf.org/
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East Central District 2026-2027 

Leadership Team 

UWF Florida Conference: Florida Conference UWFaith 

https://flconfuwf.org/
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ECD Important Dates  

Unit Officer List 
Due by January 31st 
Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander 
Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com 
 
Mission Today Report 
Due by March 31st 
Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander 
Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com 
 
Charter for Racial Justice Certification  
Due by March 31st 
Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander 
Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com 

Deceased Members List Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Due by May 31 
Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander 
Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com 

Mission Study Recognition  
Due by May 31  
Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander 
Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com 
 
Reading Program Participants Program Resources  
Due by September 1 
Send to: ECD Secretary of Program Resources, Dottie Mathias 
Email: dottiemathias.umw@gmail.com 

Education & Interpretation Mission Today Report  
Due by September 15 
Send to: ECD Secretary, Linda Welander 
Email: lindawelander.umw@gmail.com 
 
 
Money Matters  
Due by DATE  
Send to: ECD Treasurer, Maryann Mueller 
Email: maryann.mueller.umw@gmail.com 
 
 
Rainbow Givers & 5-Star Units 
Due by DATE  
Send to: WHOM 
 
Trumpet Sound Local Unit News Articles 
Due Date for article submissions: 4/15, 6/15, 8/15, 10/15, 12/15 
Send to: dianeabresky.umw@gmail.com 

 
  
 

Treasurer Date Reminders 
 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lindawelander.umw@gmail.com
mailto:lindawelander.umw@gmail.com
mailto:lindawelander.umw@gmail.com
mailto:lindawelander.umw@gmail.com
mailto:lindawelander.umw@gmail.com
mailto:dottiemathias.umw@gmail.com
mailto:lindawelander.umw@gmail.com
mailto:maryann.mueller.umw@gmail.com
mailto:dianeabresky.umw@gmail.com
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East Central District Book Club 
UWFaith 2025—2026 

East Central Book Club by zoom on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7pm 
Register at www.flecduwfaith.org and join the discussion 

 
May’s book is The Talk by Darrin Bell and The Talk by Alicia Williams 
They both are Nurturing for Community books in the 2026 Women in Faith reading program.  
     The Talk by Darrin Bell. When Darrin Bell was six years old, his mother had “The Talk” with him, telling 
him he couldn’t have a realistic water gun. She said she feared for his safety, explaining that police tend to 
think of little Black boys as older and less innocent than they really are. With poignant humor, this book 
examines how The Talk shapes intimate and public moments from childhood to adulthood. Drawing atten-
tion to the brutal murders of African Americans and showcasing revealing insights and cartoons along the 
way. Bell brings readers to the moment of reckoning when people took to the streets protesting the mur-
ders of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor 
 
     The Talk by Alicia Williams is a children’s book on the same topic about racism and the criminalization 
of children of color, especially black children. It invites readers of all ages to journey alongside Jay, a little 
boy growing quickly into a bigger boy, and his loving family. This story is told in an age-appropriate fashion 
and provides space for parents to insert their discussions with the children to accompany prompting illus-
trations. The Talk is a gently honest and sensitive starting point for this far-too-necessary conversation. 

 
June’s book is Red, White and Whole by Rajani Larocca 
     Red, White and Whole is a youth book that counts as Spiritual Growth for the 2026 United Women in 
Faith Reading Program. 
 
This Newbery Honor book is a hopeful novel in verse about an Indian American girl whose life is turned 
upside down when her mother is diagnosed with leukemia. Reha feels torn between two worlds: school, 
where she is the only Indian American student and home, with her family’s traditions and holidays. But 
Reha’s parents do not understand why she’s conflicted-they only notice when Reha does not meet their 
strict expectations. Then Reha finds out that her Amma is sick. Really sick. Reha, who dreams of becoming 
a doctor even though she cannot stomach the sight of blood, becomes determined to make her Amma 
well again. She will be the “perfect Daughter” if it means saving Amma’s life.  

 
July’s book is The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murra 
     The Personal Librarian is a Nurturing for Community book in the 2026 reading list and will count on 
your 2027 Reading Program form if you read the book this month. The 2026/2027 Reading program begins 
in July. 
 
Named a Best Book of the Year by NPR and a Good Morning America, Book Club Pick, this historical novel 
explores the life of J.P. Morgan’s personal librarian, Belle da Costa Greene, a black American forced to 
hide her true identity and pass as White. In her twenties, Belle was hired by J.P. Morgan to curate a collec-
tion of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly built Piermont Morgan Library. She became a 
fixture in New York City society and one of the most powerful people in the art and book world. But Belle 
has a secret-she is the daughter of Richard Greener, the first black graduate of Harvard and a well-known 
advocate for equality.  

http://www.flecduwfaith.org
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The 2025/2026 Reading Program ends June 30th, so you have two more months to finish 
the reading plan you are going to accomplish.  
 

Reminder: For anyone who achieves reading one of the plans, and their name is submitted to me by the 
end of August, they will have a chance to win a United Women in Faith book for their unit at our district 
annual meeting.  
 

The 4 Reading Plans:  
• Plan 1   5 books per year one from each category 
• Plan 2   10 books per year two from each category 
• Plan 3   15 books per year two from each category, plus 5 additional books 
• Plan 4   20 books per year, two from each category, plus 10 additional books 
 

Even if you haven’t started reading there is still time to be a plan I reader. All you have to 
do is read five books from the united Women in Faith Reading program lists, one for each 
of the mission emphases:  

• Education for Mission 
• Leadership Development 
• Nurturing for Community 
• Social Action  
• Spiritual Growth 
 

Each plan includes books from all current reading program lists from the past 5 years, not 
previously reported. Listening to the books on audio and children and youth books count. 
To see reading list and to get a form to record the books you read go to uwfaith.org/read. 
 

Other ways to receive reading program reporting credits:  
• Listening to two podcasts of Faith Talks counts as spiritual growth. 
• Listening to two podcasts of Voices from the Field counts as Education for Mis-

sion. 
• Reading the 6 issues of Response magazine counts as Nurturing for Community.  
• Attending a Mission U study counts as 2 for Spiritual Growth.   
• Watching a movie made from one of the books on the list counts for the same 

mission emphases as the book.  
 

Keep Reading and learning, 
Dottie Mathias 
East Central District Secretary of Program Resources 
dottiemathias.umw@gmail.com 
 

Reading Program 
UWFaith 2025—2026  

mailto:dottiemathias.umw@gmail.com


15 

 

 
UWFaith 

 Unit News 



16 

 

Sanlando United Methodist Church 
UWFAITH Unit News 

 

Annual Linen Collection Delivers the Goods! 

Sanlando United Methodist Church’s UWF recently coordinated a churchwide 

collection of sheets and towels for residents of The Village, transitional hous-

ing for homeless or foster youth in Seminole County (an IMPOWER program). 

SUWF members delivered a full carload of bedding and collected towels, 

which were greatly appreciated. We were thrilled to pass along the donated 

items and monetary contributions for the residents. Thanks be to God for this 

ongoing opportunity to care for those in need in our community.   

 

Spring and Easter Blessings Overflow at SUWF Gathering  

Sanlando United Women of Faith (SUWF) continued its mission in support of women and children at its 
Spring Gathering on March 22 in Fellowship Hall. During the annual event, kicked off by SUWF President 
Sharon Bryan, more than 40 members and guests filled nearly 150 Easter bags of goodies for The Sharing 
Center, along with a shopping cart full of donated items for our Harvest of Hope Food Pantry. Nicole Down-
ing explained how Harvest of Hope got started and Tammie Meyer shared how the outreach has grown to 
support as many as 60 families a week. Assembling the Easter bags is always a fun time, and this year’s ac-
tivity, led by SUWF Vice President Mary Marra, did not disappoint. Bags contained small toys, wrapped can-
dies, Easter blessing cards and stuffed animals – all sure to delight children from The Sharing Center. And 
the icing to the cake was a lovely lunch enjoyed by 
everyone. Special thanks to SUWF board members 
for planning the program, decorating Fellowship Hall 
and the delicious meal preparation!  

 

Sanlando UWF … Serving Together: Love in Action 
A big thank you to SUWF volunteers for donating their time and talents at the annual 
workday at The Village, an IMPOWER program, on March 4. It is always a joy to serve 
together helping others and lifting each other up, too! We received a very nice mes-
sage from Impower thanking us and that our help and support truly make a difference 
there. In addition, clothing and household items were delivered to The Sharing Center. 
Lots of “love in action” that day! 
 

 

Submitted by:  Jill Mross 
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The Trumpet Sound will be published bimonthly with the following Due Dates: 

 June 15, 2026 for July 

 August 15, 2026 for September 

 October 15, 2026 for November 

 December 15, 2026 for January 
 

Due date for upcoming articles for July Newsletter is June 15, 2026.   
 

Here are some ideas for articles:  

 What is your unit doing to show Love in Action for women, children and 
youth?  

 How is your unit serving in missions?  

 Have you used the UWFaith Program Book for a unit event? 

 Have you done a program on Call to Prayer and Self-Denial?  

 How have you used the Daily Prayer Guide? 

 What are your upcoming UWFaith events? 
 
Please make sure the article is no more than three paragraphs. Also, send a cou-
ple pictures with your article.  
 

Email your articles to dianeabresky.umw@gmail.com  by June 15th.  In the subject line add 
Trumpet Sound.  

 If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at the above email. 

Past Trumpet Sound Publications can be found on the website by following this link:  

https://flecduwfaith.org under publications.  

We invite you to view the website: https://flecduwfaith.org or visit us on Facebook  

A Note From Your Communications Coordinator... 

 
What is your unit doing to show LOVE IN ACTION?  

 
Send in your article telling us how you are showing your Love in Action in 2026 

so we can share it with others!   

mailto:dianeabresky.umw@gmail.com

