
2026 Reading program books available from Orange County Library 

Education for Mission 

 Legacy: A black physician reckons with racism in medicine by Uche Blackstock 

 The Happiest Man on Earth: the beautiful life of an Auschwitz survivor by Eddie Jaku 

 Trash: a poor white journey by Cedar Monroe 

 What we remember will be Saved: a story of refugees and the things they carry by Stephanie Saldana 

 Don’t Look Back by Achut Deng 

 The Little House of Hope by Terry Catasus 

 These Olive Trees: a Palestinian family’s story  by Aya Ghanameh 

 

Leadership Development 

 The Deepest Place: suffering and the formation of Hope by Curt Thompson 

 Heart of fire: an immigrant Daughter’s story by Mazie K. Hirono 

 The Book of Hope: a survival guide for trying times by Jane Goodall 

 See No Stranger: a memoir and manifesto of revolutionary love  by Valarie Kaur 

 Social Justice for the Sensitive soul: how to change the world in quiet ways by Dorcas Chengtozun 

 From the desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks 

 Something, Someday by Amanda Gorman 

 Stand As Tall as The Trees: how an Amazonian community protected the rain forest by Patricia Gualinga 

 The Light she Feels Inside by Gwendolyn Wallace 

 

Nurturing for Community 

 Namesake: reflections on a warrior woman by N.S. Nuseibeh 

 Finding Me by Viola Davis 

 The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict 

 Raising Kids beyond the Binary: celebrating God’s Transgender and gender-diverse children by Jamie Bruesehoff 

 Sisterhood Heals: the transforming power of healing in community by Joy Harden Bradford 

 The Women by Kristin Hannah 

 A Synagogue Just Like Home by Alice Blumenthal McGinty 

 Nell Plants a Tree by Anne Wynter 

  

 



Social Action 

Flowers of Fire: the inside story of South Korea’s feminist movement and what it means for women’s rights 
worldwide by Hawon Jung 

 Highway of Tears: a true story of racism, indifference and the pursuit of justice for missing and murdered 
indigenous women and girls by Jessica McDiarmid 

 The intersectional environmentalist: how to dismantle systems of oppression to protect people + planet by Leah 
Thomas 

 How to Fight Racism: A guide to standing up for racial Justice by Jemar Tisby 

 No Planet B: a Teen vogue guide to the climate crisis 

We are Still Here! Native American Truths Everyone Should Know by Traci Sorell 

 When the schools shut Down: a young girl’s story of Virginia’s “Lost Generation” and the Brown V. Board of 
Education of Topeka decision by Yolanda Gladden 

Spiritual Growth 

 American Imam: from pop stardom to prison abolition by Taymullah Abdur-rahman 

 God’s Ghostwriters: enslaved Christians and the making of the Bible by Candida Moss 

 The Matter of Little Losses: finding grace to grieve the big (and small) things by Rachel Marie Kang 

  Our Unforming: DE-Westernizing spiritual formation by Cindy  S. Lee 

 Sacred Self-Care: Daily practices for nurturing our whole selves by Dr, Chanequa Walker-Barnes 

 Surviving God: a new version of God through the eyes of sexual abuse survivors by Grace Ji-Sun Kim 

 Red, White and Whole by Rajani Larocca 

 Brown Baby Jesus by Dorena Williamson 

 

 


